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The Honorable Michael Powell
Chai Federal Co'mmunications Commission
Federal Communications Commission Office of the Secretary
445 12" Street, SW
Washington, DC 20554
Dear Chairman Powell

We are writing to express our concern with the reported Federal Communications Commission
(FCC) proposal to address interference in the 800 megahertz band.

The Fraternal Order of Police (FOP) has raised significant issues about the pending FCC
proposal. We have enclosed their letter on this matter. The FOP is the largest rank and file law
enforcement organization in the country, having over 300,000 members. These officers, whose
lives depend upon reliable public safety communications, have questioned whether the
“Consensus Plan” will make available sufficient resources for the massive realignment of public
safety spectrum that is necessitated by the plan, whether a nationwide realignment is necessary,
and why the FCC proposes to give valuable spectrum - a finite resource - to one company
without a public auction.

We believe these are important questions and ask that you provide to us, in writing, answers to
each of the issues raised by the FOP, prior to taking any action on the FCC’s pending 800
megahertz proposal.

Sincerely,
Larry E. Crfig Joseph R. Biden
United States Senator United States Senator

Enclosure

cc:
The Honorable Kathleen Q. Abernathy
The Honorable Kevin J. Martin

The Honorable Jonathan S. Adelstein No. of Copies rec'd 2
The Honorable Michael J. Copps ~ List ABCDE
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The Honerable George W. Bush
Presideqt of the Ubited Stetes
The Whim House
Washingtor, D.C. 20500

Desr Mr. Presideat,

Y am writing on behalf of the membership of the Fraternal Grdar of Police, our nstion's cldest
and largest law enforcement labor organization, to advise you of our concerny regarding s -
“Consensus Plan” for resligning e public sefety radio spedwum.

b ix our imdersianding that the propopems of this Plin are rypresenting it as having the full
suppart of “public safoty" professionals-thi is not the tase] This ¥lm docs not repregenta -
consensus of the lsw enforcement conmeonity. The F.0.P., which represents more thag 311,000
members in mose than 2,100 lodges, was not nrvircd to joinithe Plam, has not done 30, znd docs
ot endorse it.- While we are aware fiat scveea} associarionsiwhioh represent eeriain manbers of
te publiz safety comirmunity support the Plan, they do ot represzst F.O.P, memberx ~the rank-
and:-file officers who mast depend on the radio services that will be impacted by the Flan,

Not only has the F.O.P. not endorsed the “Consensus Plan,™ but in fact we have many concems
abom it. Tohﬁn’wim.merhndnuwmmhwtpnmﬁngbwforﬁemmm
costs to replece radios and modify existingcoummenieatlons fystems. Instead, it propases ¢
mmt"ﬂmmwhwammdﬁmdqﬂmmm
Sirst inour costs sod theq soek reimbursement, which, in thesé times of scrious fiseal constraints,
is not lwwys feasible, Polics departmests, kfter all, canniol simply spend money in the hope of
raimburscment, they must ﬁrltbbtninlppopthﬁmﬁum-l:sdgwmm Of evan greater
concern is the Plan's reimbursemest proceas—departments wiil peed to apply for reimrsement
from & “Fund Adeinistrator* and “Relocation Coordination Gomunitice,” neifher of which arc
appointed o corolled by public sufety entities, and then mu't seek the fimds from a privare
compagy. Thehmding“wmmilmcnf‘lppen:bbemiﬂnﬁfu. Working under this Plan will
only increass budgat deficits at the Pedsral, Stats and locs] leyel,

Second, the Plan proposes 1 eap relacstion funding at $700 millien for public safery. We
balieve this is fir short of Whar would be nssded to roplace Fikrally millioas of radios that would
be rendered obsolete by the Plan's massiva spectrum realignment, foreing pablic safety
compunications on to new channale, A nomber of local communities oppose the Plas for this
reason dlone, . -



Third, siven these and other problems, we donot ﬁhymmivemlimuom:
public safety spectrm wsed by thousands of public exfety accoss the nadon {s nacessary
to so]ve incarference problems that ooly some communittes may be exporiencing. Whyisthe -
Fedenil Communicatioas Commissias (F mtrequnngrheparﬁeswhouuumgthe
h&mmdmmuuwmnWTWIfmmlpuﬂnudommuwn
such 2 contly, Ume consuriing and disruptive process-will they be required 1o do 207 We wonld
ukfhuywpvesmmnndmhanwlmn&alndd-dvmthods

Fourth, the wnmlwdudmrhnm:mdﬂmunmnuudupmﬁﬂnﬂmfmm
with the resalt that public safety will not have irs witarforanch problems resolved or will be forced
10 incur its-own costs in arder to pay for that work, We asi ynumu:dfoanonsolnﬂmu
imarferenca that are lagally sound as well a5 tachnically mi&nnposethclust
dmupnonudcastonth:pubhtnﬁetrmunity .

And finalty, the Plazn wold give ons company, Mﬂlmﬂmﬁnﬁdmhcmﬂngmaﬂhc
interference, pew spectrum in #n egtircly separate band. | In theso times of growing Fedaral
tltﬁr.lu,mmwnﬂdeo:!dlmmmmMummmoMmuw
bid for jt in an anetion. Congress bas recognized that open syctions yield the highest revermes
for the Fedetal pavernment. Congress wauld be able to uso ahicdon rsventes to increase fanding
fix sorely needed improvesments to public safety and homeliaic secuzity. Thix Plan would pot
raiss 1 single dollar for public safety.

Wewwldmmmehmmg&ommd:mﬂyumhw&yccwmmﬁd:mm
conserms apd regpectially requas thaz we ba given the opportuairy to paricipas in the
formulstion of e Administration’ ayoﬁmswitbmgudh public safety spectrmm.  Thank
wumdminrmemdunﬁudmwonﬂm ‘IfT can be of sny firther
assistance, ploass do nothummmnmmor;mﬂveﬁmmﬁml’m stmy
'Washngtnnnﬁca.

Gk &

Natiopal President

Henorbla Michael K. Powell, Chaimues, rcc
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